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July 22: In a press conference, deputy human rights attorney general Agustin Garcia Calderon
announced that the new Office of the Human Rights Attorney General would commence operations
on July 27. Creation of the office is mandated by the peace accords. The main office in San Salvador
will begin operations with an initial US$1 million budget from funds provided by the European
Economic Community (EEC). Calderon added that in subsequent months regional offices will be
opened around the country. July 23: In a letter addressed to the House Foreign Affairs Committee,
the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) criticized the Salvadoran government and
the Agency for International Development (USAID) for delays in implementing programs designed
to facilitate the peace process. These include programs intended to assist the reintegration of FMLN
combatants into civilian life. The FMLN warned that continued delays could "create difficulties"
in the peace process. In the letter, it was also noted that the perfunctory performance of AID and
the Salvadoran government stood in contrast to "successful" EEC- sponsored assistance programs.
July 25: The independent Salvadoran Human Rights Commission (CDHES) reported that a body
found a week earlier on the outskirts of the capital had been identified as that of Miguel Angel
Alvarenga, a leader of the National Federation of Salvadoran Workers (FENASTRAS). According to
the CDHES, 16 such political assassinations have taken place since signing of the peace accords in
January. Both the Catholic Church and the UN Observer Mission to El Salvador (ONUSAL) recently
expressed concern over the continued practice of summary executions and political assassinations
and the lack of sufficient efforts to curb such abuses. Miguel Saenz, a member of the FMLN political
commission, said that the peace process was facing a "new crisis." He added that the FMLN would
be forced to postpone demobilization of the second 20% of its troops, scheduled for July 31, if the
government failed to fulfill its commitments regarding programs designed to integrate former
rebel combatants into civilian life. Saenz asserted that "a significant number" of the first 20% of
the FMLN's combatants who demobilized last June 30 have been forced to return to the special
concentration zones, since the government "has not provided one cent of the funds promised for
reintegration programs." Next, he accused the government of engaging in "a series of maneuvers"
aimed at postponing efforts to legalize the FMLN as a political party. Presidency Minister Oscar
Santamaria said that "the FMLN should not place any conditions" on the demobilization of its
second contingent. In a press conference, Gerardo Le Chevalier, Christian Democrat Party (PDC)
representative to the National Peace Commission (COPAZ), stated that the FMLN's reluctance to
continue demobilization was "logical" and called on the government to comply with all provisions
of the peace accords. Le Chevalier added that "international pressure is once again necessary" in
order to force government compliance with the accords. July 27: In a San Salvador press conference,
FMLN spokesperson Mauricio Chavez urged the government to begin transferring state lands in
the country's central and eastern departments to demobilized FMLN combatants and to commence
other emergency support programs. He said that reinsertion programs for former combatants
drafted by the FMLN are compatible with those of the government. ONUSAL director Iqbal Riza
reported that government and FMLN delegates had met under ONUSAL auspices in an effort to
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resolve the obstacles to demobilization of FMLN combatants. July 28: Defense Minister Gen. Rene
Emilio Ponce charged that the FMLN's threat to suspend demobilization was "irresponsible." He
said allegations regarding delays in assistance programs were being used as "pretexts." However,
he acknowledged that assistance to demobilized FMLN combatants has been slow, and blamed
delays on the failure of international donors to follow through on their commitments. Gen. Ponce
also repeated earlier charges that the FMLN has violated the peace accords by setting up 44
security commissions, involving 455 combatants, in locations outside of the special concentration
zones. According to Ponce, the FMLN uses these security commissions as a means to maintain its
"ideological influence." An ONUSAL communique indicated that Diego Garcia Sayan, a Peruvian
citizen and former executive director of the Andean Jurists Commission, was appointed as the new
director of the ONUSAL Human Rights Division. He replaces French citizen Philippe Texier, who
returned to France in June. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 07/20/92; Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 07/22/92, 07/27/92, 07/28/92; Agence France-Presse, 07/24/92,
07/25/92, 07/27/92, 97/28/92)
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